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The Studio LK team, whilst with The Prince’s Foundation, developed a master-
plan and vision for a sustainable neighbourhood in Jazan, Saudi Arabia, based on 
traditional development patterns of the region, while also considering modern 
requirements and aspirations of local residents.

The project aimed to demonstrate the values and relevance of traditional urban-
ism and architecture in modern Saudi Arabia. Offered as a mixed-use community 
model respecting traditional values, the development was also to serve as a tool 
to raise awareness of traditional methods of design and construction. 

The plan itself was developed demonstrating a strong urban form based on char-
acterisation studies carried out previously, to establish traditional design princi-
ples, upon which other future settlements in the region may be based. 
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Jazan, Saudi Arabia, Masterplan

The Prince’s Foundation for the Built Environment (PFBE), with 
TAA Consulting from Jeddah, held an Enquiry by Design (EbD) 
workshop in December 2007 to develop a masterplan and vision for 
a sustainable neighbourhood in Jazan, Saudi Arabia. The Prince’s 
Foundation developed a concept masterplan based on traditional 
development patterns of the region, while also considering modern 
requirements for living.

The project aimed to demonstrate the values and relevance of 
traditional urbanism and architecture in modern Saudi Arabia. 
Offered as a mixed-use community model respecting traditional 
values, the development was also to serve as a tool to raise 
awareness of traditional methods of design and construction. It was 
also intended that the work done during the EbD would serve as a 
catalyst to establish craft-based businesses and the resurrection 
of traditional craftsmanship in the area.

The plan itself was developed demonstrating a strong urban 
form based on characterisation studies carried out previously, to 
establish traditional design principles for settlements in the region. 
The Prince’s Foundation is now working actively with partner 
organisations to deliver this project. 

“The goal of this project is to  demonstrate the relevance of traditional Islamic urbanism 
and building types in the 21st century while creating an exemplar of a sustainable 
development.  The Foundation is grateful for the support of Mr. Mohammed 
Abdullatif Jameel for our work to date on this project and for the assistance that HRH 
Prince Mohamed Bin Nasser Al Saud, Governor of Jazan Region, and HE Engineer 
Abdullah Mohamed Al Garni, Mayor of Jazan, provided with the Foundation’s Enquiry 
by Design and their commitment to a positive outcome.”  

Hank Dittmar, Chief Executive of the Prince’s Foundation

Transforming Lives by Making Great Places

The Prince’s Foundation for the Built Environment is an educational charity 
which aims to help create attractive sustainable neighbourhoods through 
community engagement; by teaching, practising and research we look to 
promote timeless and ecological ways of planning, designing and building.
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